
WESTERLY WWTF 

CURRENT AND FUTURE CONCERNS 
 

The current facility discharge permit (issued April 
1, 1997) will be in effect until 2002.  The Town has 
entered a consent agreement to address 
compliance with water quality based limits and is 
currently developing preliminary designs for facility 
modifications to meet chlorine and ammonia limits.  
The Town is also evaluating treatment for total 
nitrogen as limits may be necessary in the future.  

Project Manager:          Mike Pacillo 
Address:                         AquaSource 
                                       P.O. Box 2924 
                                       Westerly, RI 02894 
Telephone #:                 596-2847 
Fax #:                             348-9504 

BBBB uilt in 1927 and upgraded 
extensively in 1961 and 
1980, the Westerly 

wastewater treatment facility is once 
again undergoing an upgrade to meet 
future treatment needs.  Six full-time 
operators and mechanics staff the 
facility and its pump stations.  Located 
off Margin Street, the facility discharges 
into the Pawcatuck River.  The town 
contracts the operations of the plant 
with AquaSource Inc., based in Peabody, 
Mass. 
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WESTERLY EFFLUENT DATA - 1998/1999 

Overall Treatment: Good 
Having three monthly violations for flow in 1998 (March 
through May) and two for BOD (September 1998 and 
July 1999) and no monthly violations for TSS or fecal  
coliform, Westerly received a rating of Good. 
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Operations & Maintenance 
 

The Town saw minor upgrades at their wastewater treatment facility 
during the years of 1998 and 1999.   This work extended into the 
collection system as well.  There have been intermittent failures of the 
plant’s new chlorination-control system; while these problems have 
reportedly been corrected, the RI DEM is investigating that matter 
further.   Recent work by the Town to control the flow of 
groundwater and stormwater into the sewer system has resulted in a 
drop in flow of over 300,000 gallons per day. 
 

1998 O&M Rating: 10 out of 10 
1999 O&M Rating: 10 out of 10 
1998 Laboratory Rating: 5 out of 5 
1999 Laboratory Rating: 5 out of 5 
Overall O&M Rating: Excellent 

PPPPARAMETERARAMETERARAMETERARAMETER    1996199619961996    1997199719971997    1998199819981998    1999199919991999    PPPPERMITERMITERMITERMIT    
LLLLIMITIMITIMITIMIT    

VVVVIOLATIONSIOLATIONSIOLATIONSIOLATIONS        
1991991991998888/199/199/199/1999999    

FLOW (MGD) 2.5 2.1 2.5 2.2 3.3 3/0 

       

BOD INFLUENT (MG/L) 170.6 183.8 215.0 209.3   

BOD EFFLUENT (MG/L) 7.7 10.0 145.0 18.3 30 1/1 

BOD INFLUENT (LBS./DAY) 3505.1 3091.7 4132.0 3721.5   

BOD EFFLUENT (LBS./DAY) 164.1 166.0 266.5 319.0   

BOD % REMOVAL 95.3 94.7 93.6 91.4   

       

TSS INFLUENT (MG/L) 142.4 162.2 268.6 180.0   

TSS EFFLUENT (MG/L) 15.4 17.2 13.6 17.3 30 0/0 

TSS INFLUENT (LBS./DAY) 2959.9 2741.6 4973.0 3231.0   

TSS EFFLUENT (LBS./DAY) 336.9 294.4 268.6 312.7   

TSS % REMOVAL 88.5 89.1 94.6 90.3   

       

FECAL COLIFORM (MPN/100ML) 10.2 7.3 16.2 11.0 200.0 0/0 

CHLORINE RESIDUAL (MG/L)   1.3 1.6 2.0* 1/5 

ANNUAL SURVEY 

1998 
SLUDGE DISPOSAL METHOD 

Incineration (Cranston)  
 

 SLUDGE PRODUCED 
802 DRY TONS     

 
1999 

SLUDGE DISPOSAL METHOD 
Incineration (Cranston)  

 

SLUDGE PRODUCED 
812 DRY TONS 

 

Westerly sludge is disposed of at the Cranston incinerator. 
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